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parallels in other religions : being a
conpari son of the dd and New
Testament nyths and mracles wth
nations of antiquity, those of heathen
considering also their origin and
pPg; 181 : 182 meani ng
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The ides of expiation by the sacrifico of a god was to be \
-+ pfound among the Hindoos even in Vedio times. Ths sacrificer
was mystioally wdentified with the victim, which was regarded as
the ransom for sin, and the instrument of its annulment. The
Rig- Veda represents the gods as sacrificing Purusha, the primeval
male, supposed to be coeval with the Creator, This idea is even /

more remarkably developed in the Tandya-brahmanas, thus:

“The lord of creatures (prajd-paki) offered himaslf o saorifios for the gods,”

And again, in the Satapatha-brahmana :

“He who, knowing this, sacrifices the Purusha-madha, or sscrifice of the
primeval male, becomes everything.”

Prof. Monier Williams, from whose work on Hindooism we
quote the above, says:

1 Monler Williame : Hindulsm, pp, 340,
181
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‘‘Burely, in these mystical allusions to the sacrifice of a representative man,
we may perceive traces of the original institution of sacrifice as a ditsnaly-ap-
pointed ordinance typical of the one great saorifics of the Son of God for the sins o
the world.™
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seems to be felt by all classes of Hindoos, as indicated by the follow-——
J{lg prayer used after the G@yatri by some Vaishnavas:

*‘I am sginful, I commit sin, my nature is sinful, 7 am conceived ¢n &in.
Bave me, O thou lotus-eyed Heri (Saviour), the remover of sin.’ ™

Moreover, the doctrine of dhakii (salvation by faith) existed
among the Hindoos from the earliest times."
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The Indians are no strangers to the doctrine of original sin.
It is their invariable belief that man s a fallen being ; admitted
by them from time immemorial.® And what we have seen con-
cerning their beliefs in Orishna and Buddha unmistakably shows

a bolief in a dwwne Savwour, who redeems man, and takes upon
himself the sins of the world ; so that “ Baddha paid it all, all to

him is due.”
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M.TAbbé Huc says:

“In the eyes of the Buddhists, h personage (Buddha) is sometimes & man
and sometimes a god, or rather both @ge and the other—a divine incarnation, a
man-god—who came into the world to enlighten men, to redeem them, and to
indicate to them the way of safety, This idea of redemption by a divine incarna-
tion i8 8o general and popular among the Buddhists, that during our travels in
Upper Asia we everywhere found it expressed in a neat formula. If we ad-
dressed to a Mongol or & Thibetan the question ¢ Who is Buddha?’ he would im-
mediately reply: ¢ The Samour of Men /'™
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THE CEUQIFIXION OF OHREIBT JESUB. 183

When the Egyptian priests offered up a sacrifice to the gods,
®hey pronounced the following imprecations on the head of the
“victim ;

“1f any evil is sbout to befsll either thoss who now sacrifice, or Egypt In
wenersl, may it be svertad on this head. "™

This ides of atonement finally resulted in the belief that the
incarnate Christ, the Anginded, the God among us, was to save
mankind from a curse by God imposed. Man had sinned, and
God could not and did not forgive without a propitiatory sserifics,
The enrse of God must be removed from the smnful, and the
winless must bear the load of that curse. It was mmserted that
divine justice required aLoop.”

The belief of redemption from sin by the sufferings of a Divine
Incarnation, whether by death on the cross or otherwise, was
general and popular among the heathen, centuries before the time
of Jesus of Nazareth, and this dogma, no matter how ssered it may
have become, or how consoling it may be, must fall along with the
rest of the material of which the Christian charch is built.

Julins Firmicius, referring to this popular belief among the
Pagans, mays: “The devil has his Christa™ This was the
geoeral off-hand wanner in which the Christian Fathers disposed
of snch matters, Everything in the religion of the Pagans wiiich
corresponded to their religion was of the devil. Most Protestant
divines have resorted to the fyps theory, of which we shall speak
AN

As we have done heretofore in ounr inguiries, we will first turn
to India, where we shall find, in the words of M. '"Abbé Hue,
that “ the idea of redemption by a divine incarnation,” who came
into the world for the express purpose of redeeming mankind, was
“ general and popular.™

“ A sense of original corruption,” says Prof, Monier Williama,

o oims a your Bevioar, you can take the blood of
Jmms, snd with boldness present 1t to (he Palher
o paryerrd {n Full g Lha pevand i o all jour dins
Binful man his no Fight to the benalts end th
boantles and ghories of oatore.  ¥haw weni oll
fowd fp him tArough Adem's sin, bot to the
blood of Christ's sacrifice o has & right;
was sbed for him. It s Christ's deaih that

:  dogs tha bisseed work of slmton fores [k
wins mof bils Iife por his Incarnation. His [nexr-
mation conld mot pay & ferching of oor debt, bof
hils Ao shed (0 Pedeaming love. paye if ofl.*
(Bes Boston Advertiser, Bapl. &, 1881.)




As we have done heretofore in our inquiries, we will fist turn

to India, where we shall find, in the words of M.I'Abbé Hue,

that “ the idea of redemption by a divine incarnation,” who came

) into the world for the express purpose of redeeming mankind, was
“ general and popular.™

“A sense of original corruption,” says Prof, Monier leham,
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When the Egyptian priests offered up a sacrifice to the gods,
“®Rhey pronounced the following imprecations on the head of the
“victim :

“If any evil s about to befall either those who now sacrifice, or Egypt In

Zemeral, may & do averted on this Asad.™

This ides of atonement finally resulted in the belief that the'\
incarnate Christ, the Anointed, the God among us, was to save
mankind from a curse by God imposed. Man had sinned, and
God could not and did not forgive without a propitiatory sacrifice.
The carse of God must be removed from the #infil, and the
#inless must bear the load of that curse. It was asserted that
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BAPTISM
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The Christian

Father Tertullian, who believed it to be the work of the devil,
“E .
‘“He BAPTIZES his believers and followers; he promises the remission of sins

at the sacred fount, and thus initiates them into the religion of Mithra ; he marks
on tAs forehead his own soldiers,” &c.!
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If we turn to India we shall find that in the vast domain of the
Buddhist faith the birth of children is regularly the occasion of a
ceremony, at which the priest is present. In Mongolia and Thibet
this ceremony assumes the special form of bdaptism. Candles
burn and incense is offered on the domestic altar, the priest reads
the prescribed prayers, dips the child thres times vn water, and tm-

—poses on 4 & name.” L
The Brahmans had also a mode of baptism similar to the Chris-
tian sect of Baptists, the ceremony being performed ina river,

Y A J s O o ¥ el 5L

The officiating Brahman priest, who was called Gooroo, or Pastor,’
rubbed mud on the candidate, and then plunged Atm thres times
snio the water. During the process the priest said :

““ O Supreme Lord, this man is impure, like the mud of this stream; but as
water cleanses him from this dirt, do thou fres Aim from his sin.’”
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Th%‘uabom of baptismmt is known by the hieroglyphie
term of “water of purification.”’ The water so used in immer-
sion absolutely cleansed the soul, and the person was said to be re-
generated.'s— s 0 1y (aii) O JL Nd i) g
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They also believed in baptism after death, for it was held
that the dead were washed from their sins by Osiris, the benefi-
cent saviour, in the land of shades, and the departed are often
represented (on the sarcophagi) kneeling before Osiris, who pours
over them water from a pitcher.’
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The idea that man is restrained from perfect union with God
by his imperfection, uncleanness and sin, was implicitly believed
by the ancient Greeks and Romans. In Thessaly was yearly
celebrated a great festival of cleansing. A work bearing the
name of ‘‘ Museus” was a complete ritual of purifications. The
nsual mode of purification was dipping in water (immersion), or
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And the belief that water could wash out the stains of original
sin, led the poet Ovid (43 B. 0.) to say:

“ Ah, easy fools, to think that a whole flood
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